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Fr. Trey Nelson 
 

“A Time of New Beginnings” 
 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS: 
 
Good morning.  As always, thank you for joining us today and for welcoming us into your home.  
Today’s reflection will be briefer than normal, because I would like to take this opportunity to 
offer a few reminders about returning to Mass, which for us here at Saint Jude will take place 
next Sunday, May 24th.  
 
There are a few places you can go for this information: 
 

1. On this YouTube channel, there is a 20 minute video message. 
2. On the homepage of our parish website, there is a dedicated tab: “REGISTER FOR MASS” 
3. And you will also continue to see reminders and links on our Facebook page. 
4. Our Parish Office will open to the public tomorrow from 8:00am to 2:00pm. 
5. If you choose to visit the office, we do ask that you wear a mask 

 
This morning, I wanted to mention 3 items specifically: 
 

1. THE FIRST- In phase 1 we will be operating at only one-quarter of our occupancy. 
 

2. For Saint Jude, this means 250 people in church at any one time. 
3. This includes Sunday Mass and Mass during the week. 

 
4. THE SECOND-To afford as many people as would like to attend the opportunity to do so, 

you are asked to sign up for a Mass in advance.  You can do this by clicking on the 
“REGISTER FOR MASS” tab on the homepage of our website or by calling the Parish Office. 
 

5. THE THIRD- everyone who attends Mass is asked to wear a mask. 
 

6. The only time you would not be wearing your mask is for the reception of communion. 
 

These changes are temporary and constitute the protocol for PHASE 1 of returning to public 
gatherings. 
 
I realize that this is very different from anything we’ve ever experienced, but, then again, so have 
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these past 2 months—different from anything that most of us have ever experienced.  So, I ask 
your continued prayers for our entire community, and I also ask your patience as we prepare 
logistically and otherwise to reenter into the public celebration of worship. 
 
Again, Bishop Duca’s dispensation from the obligation to attend Sunday Mass is still in effect 
indefinitely.  Please consult the article on our website and the section regarding those groups of 
persons who are at a greater risk of contracting the virus.  Whether you are sick or not, have a 
pre-existing condition or not, and even if you are simply just not comfortable going out yet, you 
are encouraged to stay home.  You are also reminded that there is no sin in this.  For those who 
may struggle with guilt over not attending, I encourage you to be at peace with that. 
 
I do ask your continued prayers for a specific group of people; namely, those who have lost loved 
ones during this time.  The most recent loss that our parish has experienced was that of Mr. Henry 
Clark.  Henry loved his faith.  He loved Saint Jude.  He was a member of and loved the Knights of 
Columbus.  So, to those of you who helped care for Henry: take him places, visit with him, and 
get him to his doctor appointments, thank you. 
 
OUR SCHOOL- to the parents and students of our school, you are invited to make a pass through 

the parking lot tomorrow morning for our motorcade Monday!  That’s from 8:30am-10:00am.  

This is an opportunity for students, parents, and also faculty to waive goodbye as we move into 

the summer.  Again, I thank our school administration, and faculty, and staff for their hard work 

during this challenging time. 

 

REFLECTION: 
 
And now, today’s reflection.  During these next weeks, beginning today and running through the 
first weekend of June, we will hear Jesus preparing his disciples for (what seems like) a goodbye.  
In today’s Gospel, he says, “…in a little while longer, the world will no longer see me…”   
 
I say this “seems like” a goodbye, because it was not an ending.  It was actually a beginning.  He 
knew, they knew, and we also know that Christ is always with us.  It’s just, that, he would be with 
them in a different way from that point on.  He would no longer be seen walking, talking, eating, 
sleeping, and breathing in their midst, walking with them on this earth as they were use to.  He 
would be seen doing this in a new way.  By the gift of the Holy Spirit—God present in an invisible 
but real way—Jesus would walk, and talk, and breath in and through them.  This was their new 
beginning. 
 
Now, I ask you today:  what will yours be? Our new beginning?  What will it be?  What might that 
look like?  Because, while we will are beginning “to live daily life in our city and State” in a new 
way, this is not the only new beginning that each of us is offered.  Simply put, as we continue to 
move forward, we may want to ask ourselves, “how has this experienced changed us?”  Or, 
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better yet, “what have we learned about ourselves?” …if you and I haven’t asked such questions 
already. 
 
Sometimes I see myself as what I call “a 90% kind of guy.”  I tend to push, push, and push—
through a project or any experience—and then sometimes find myself wanting to let up at the 
end.  Throughout my life, I’ve had to keep an eye on this, so to speak. During these recent years, 
I feel that I’ve grown stronger in this regard.  Now, we all have to do the same.  From this point 
on, everyone’s definition of “normal” will be different.  But there will be one thing that we all 
continue to have in common, that that is our faith.  And for the Christian, there never really is a 
final ending.  Certain “things” will end, but Christ is always calling us forward to the next level.   
 
So, as we hear Jesus begin to say (what seems like) a goodbye, let’s remember that it’s really a 
beginning.  What will that be for you and me?   
 
While Jesus does say to his disciples, “In a little while the world will no longer see me,” it’s the 
next statement that is of the utmost importance; “…but you will see me, because I live and you 
will live.” 
 
Will you and I allow Christ to live in us in a new way, from this point forward.  Will we remember 
what we have learned during this time? 


